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should be the policy of the country, whether it should restrain itself within present geographical limitations, or allow its flag to be carried eastward and westward over seas and oceans into new and unaccustomed climates. I shall not discuss those questions; I will say that whatever will come will come through God's providence, will come by the natural workings of things despite our counsels or our will. If God wishes that America lift up her banner across seas and continents ; if God wills that she, the giantess of to-day, adopt a policy ill suited to the child of one hundred years ago, I am satisfied to say " Thy will be done."
And let us pray for our own selves, the people of America. We do not read history aright if we do not confess that the ingratitude and the sinfulness of a people at times retard and even nullify God's will. He wishes that we be worthy of His graces ; let America before God to-day recognize that her future greatness will not be in an increased army, that it will not be in a multiplication of her ships of commerce, that it will not be in new legislation, it will be in virtues of her children, it will be in their submission to the supreme laws of God, which are the laws of righteousness, and without which obedience no nation can ever prosper.
If time allowed me I might ask the question what is to be the future of the Catholic Church, whose disciples we are, in this new era, this new order of things? God has His hand upon His Church. She never suffered in olden revolutions, when the colonies of Spain throughout South America separated from the mother-country. Religion put on in those South American republics greater vigor with the new liberties granted, and the Catholic Church reigns even more triumphant to-day in those republics than when the Spanish flag was lifted over them. A flag is not the cross. Men may separate from a flag and cling closer to the cross. The Church of Christ is not confined to any island or peninsula; all the nations of the earth belong to it. If Spain's flag is lowered in Cuba and in the Philippine Islands and elsewhere, the Church remains. Her priests will not falter m tfieiFcoura^'^and they will have greater liberty. In Catholic countries cbprch and state have become so united that while good comes froiiit in some sense, evil also comes from it. The
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